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A thousand aberrations of taste and caprices of fashion,
discrepancies of admiration without end, nay, natural ex-
tensions as well as artificial modifications, of the percep-
tions of beauty, have been traced through a very possible
history sketched with infinite delicacy. All the morbid
excrescences and all the natural expansions of this sensitive
and flexible affection have been explained; but the living
seed of all this development remains unique, and cannot
yet be manufactured out of elementary atoms of sensation
and utility. Habit or custom may be a * second nature;'
but it is not a first nature > and a first nature there must
be, in order to form it; for through habit we gain only the
more nimble emergence of a natural feeling, the quicker
execution of a regulated natural act No apprehension of
advantage or disadvantage could ever, by persevering re-
currence, convert itself into a sense of sublimity or beauty,
any more than the exhilaration of stimulants can make us
think them delicious to the taste if we have no taste. And
so it is with the influence of education. We cannot borrow,
from others' teaching, a feeling for which there is no pro-
vision in ourselves. They may, no doubt, mislead us into
false taste by their authority and example j but only by
availing themselves of the preconceptions we already have
of something fair or ugly; by associating disgusting ideas
with what is really neutral, or attractive affections with
what would else repel, and it is thus that Superstition is
brought to misinterpret the expression of things, and read
a spiritual beauty or horror into physical objects and
phenomena which are empty of both. But even to mis-
judge beauty, there must be the power to judge it

At the beginning of this account of Hutches on's psych-
ology, I have explained the extended meaning which he
gives to the word Sense, by appgndmg to it an * internal *
province. His readers, after observing that he leaves the
five external senses where they were, naturally desire to know
how many of the internal class he adds to these. It is a
singular fact that they will nowhere find a definite answer to